
Viewpoint
North Fulton replacing 
bridge over GA400.
10B, Ann M. Hanlon
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W elcome to Atlanta 
Business Chron-
icle’s special sec-
tion on community 

improvement districts! A commu-
nity improvement district, or CID, is 
a self-taxing district that uses addi-
tional property tax dollars to improve 
its district with beautifi cation, infra-
structure, and public safety improve-
ment projects. CIDs are comprised 
of private, non-exempt commercial 
properties zoned as offi  ce/industrial 
and retail properties. 

Residential and multi-family 
properties are not taxable by a CID. 
Community improvement districts 
are public-private partnerships that 
consist of business, government, and 
community working collaboratively 
with a joint vision for the district. 
CIDs are formed through the enact-
ment of a resolution by the local 
governing body. 

Metro Atlanta has 20 CIDs (see 
the list on page 11B). Th e oldest is the 
Cumberland Community Improve-
ment District in Cobb County, 
founded in 1988. Among the newest 

are Airport West in south Fulton 
County and East Metro DeKalb in 
DeKalb County. Seven more CIDs are 
in the process of forming, including 
two in metro Atlanta, according to 
information provided by the Council 
for Quality Growth.

Among the most important 
challenges for our region is trans-
portation, and in this special section 
we take a look at what CIDs in metro 
Atlanta’s core counties are doing 
to make it easier for motorists and 
pedestrians to get around. We also 
examined “quality of life” projects 
sponsored by CIDs, which address 
issues like public safety and beauti-
fi cation by adding security patrols, 
more green space, landscaping and 
lighting to districts. 

With the success of metro Atlan-
ta’s existing CIDs, more districts 
are sure to follow. Th is section also 
includes a look at what it takes to 
create a CID and where the next dis-
tricts are forming. 

— Jessica Saunders, 
Managing Editor

How 
C ooperation
Increases 

Demand
Self-taxing districts leverage funds for 
improvements to traffi  c, safety and beauty

Flowers matter
What CIDs do to make districts safer 
and prettier and why it’s important.
9B

Cruise 
connectors

Gwinnett’s revamped 
U.S. 78 corridor is just 

one example of CID 
transportation work.

2B-6B, 8B 
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COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENT DISTRICTS

 Fulton County continues to grow and as it 
becomes more populated, traffi  c volume 
has increased.

Several of the county’s community 
improvement districts have crafted plans 
to increase walkability and decrease auto-
mobile traffi  c.

Th e Perimeter Community Improve-
ment Districts (PCIDs), representing 
both the Central (DeKalb) and Fulton 
Perimeter CIDs, are currently working 
on a $1 billion project that will provide 

improved access to Interstate 285 at Geor-
gia 400 and allow for the expansion of 
a number of major companies, bringing 
more than 10,000 new jobs to the area 
between 2015 and 2017. Th e districts are 

also collaborating on the Georgia Col-
lector/Distributor Lane System. Both 
projects are scheduled to begin in 2016 
and be completed by the end of 2019.

Additionally, the PCIDs partnered 

with MARTA and the city of Dunwoody
to enhance pedestrian safety in the 
area around Hammond Drive and the 
Dunwoody MARTA station. Many 
pedestrians walk to and from MARTA and 
multiple shopping and dining options in 
this area and must cross streets that are 
often busy with heavy traffi  c. 

“PCIDs identifi ed a need and addressed 
it through a partnership with MARTA 
and the city of Dunwoody,” said Yvonne 
Williams, president and CEO of Perime-
ter Community Improvement Districts. 
“Our vision was to create a mid-block 
crossing at Hammond Drive and the Dun-
woody MARTA station that would provide 
a safe option for Perimeter employees and 
residents to cross the street so they can 
enjoy the many amenities our community 
has to off er.”

A little father north, the North 
Fulton Community Improvement District
has plans to replace the existing Encore 
Parkway Bridge over Ga. 400 with a more 
pedestrian-friendly bridge . 

“Basically, it will provide a new and 
improved connection between the Big 
Creek Greenway on the east side of Geor-
gia 400 all the way to the Verizon Wireless 
Amphitheater on the west side of Geor-
gia 400,” Ann M. Hanlon, executive direc-
tor of the North Fulton CID, said. “Th e 
bridge will be replaced and the connect-
ing sidewalk/landscape facilities will also 
be built.” 

The  final design and right-of-way 
acquisition have been completed, and 
the next step is to bid the construc-
tion work out in May or June, Han-
lon said. Th e bridge will be completely 
removed and closed for traffic from 
January 2016 to November 2016.  

“We are working closely with all the 
retailers in the area, especially North Point 
Mall, to ensure that our construction does 
not impact them during the holiday shop-
ping times in December 2015 and Decem-
ber 2016,” Hanlon said.

The Midtown Alliance has several 
projects in the works, but some of the 
big ones are the interstates 75/85 con-
nector bridge enhancement projects 
that will feature enhancements like new 
gateway features, bridge fencing, light-
ing and pedestrian and bicycle facilities. 
Phase one of the project, which involves 
the two Peachtree Street bridges (at the 
north and south ends of the district), is 
due to start construction in 2015. Phase 
two, which includes the 10th Street bridge 
and the Courtland/Ralph McGill bridge, is 
currently seeking concepts through a 
design competition sponsored by the Mid-
town Alliance, Central Atlanta Progress 
(CAP)/Atlanta Downtown Improvement 
District (ADID), the American Institute of 
Architects Atlanta Chapter (AIA-Atlanta) 
and the Architecture and Design Center.

Additionally, Midtown Alliance has a 
streetscape program that will transform 
major pedestrian corridors with new side-
walks, bike facilities, lighting, street trees 
and improved crosswalks. On Juniper 
Street, the CID is working on a $5.6 mil-
lion streetscape from 14th Street to Ponce 
de Leon Avenue with wider sidewalks, 

CIDs tackle major Fulton County intersections
BY PHIL W. HUDSON
phudson@bizjournals.com

A view of the Encore Parkway Bridge 
from Georgia 400.

RENDERING/SPECIAL

Over the course of five years, $3.5 billion 
in new investment will be realized in the 
Cumberland market. One of the catalysts 
for this investment has been commercial 
property owners forming the Cumberland 
CID, Georgia’s first, in 1988. 

Through the CID and its partners, 
commercial owners are investing in and 
growing the Cumberland community. 

$3.5 
BILLION 

TAKES 
ACTION

CumberlandCID.org
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barrier-separated bike lanes, bioswales, 
trees, lighting, and handicap upgrades. 
On Spring Street, it will spend $2.4 mil-
lion on signifi cant traffi  c calming and 
bicycle and pedestrian safety improve-
ments within the 17th Street to Peach-
tree Street corridor. Proposed improve-
ments include removing one southbound 
lane from Spring Street to accommodate 
wider sidewalks, handicap upgrades, 
trees and lighting. On Peachtree Street 
from Ponce de Leon Avenue south to the 
Peachtree bridge, the alliance is spend-
ing $1.2 million  on improved sidewalks 
and curbs, handicap ramps, street furni-
ture, a mid-block crosswalk and pedes-
trian-activated and supplemental lighting 
and landscaping.

Th e Buckhead Community Improve-
ment District this year will begin the third 
phase of its transformation of Peachtree 
Road, extending from Maple Drive to 
Shadowlawn. 

“Turn lanes will be added, utilities will 
be buried and people on foot and riding 
bikes will have a better experience than 
they have today,” said Jim Durrett, execu-
tive director of the Buckhead CID. “In mid 
to late April the CID, along with Georgia 
DOT and the City of Atlanta, will hold 
an open house for the public to review 
the results of an analysis of alternatives 
to restripe Peachtree from Midtown to 
Buckhead.”

Durrett noted the project is being 
pursued in order to add center turn lanes 

and improve the safety of the corridor.
“Th e Piedmont corridor will be the 

next big focus for the CID, as will Lenox 
Road between East Paces Ferry and Pied-
mont,” Durrett said.

In the southern part of Fulton 
County, the Airport West Community 
Improvement District is working on 
several improvements on Buffington 
Road. It plans to spend $200,000 to add 
an additional off  ramp, $80,000 to add an 
auxiliary lane and is adding a left turn at 
the end of the ramp.

“Th is is a CID-led project in partner-
ship with GDOT, city of College Park and 
area stakeholders Chick-fi l-A, Coca-Cola 
and Manheim,” said Gerald McDowell, 

executive director of Airport West CID. 
“Construction will begin in 2015.”

Additionally, the CID is working on a 
diverging diamond interchange (DDI) at 
the  I-285 bridge at Camp Creek Parkway .

“Th e DDI will be a GDOT project with 
support from the CID and the city of East 
Point as partners,” McDowell said. “Th e 
cost is estimated at $8 million, with con-
struction to begin in 2017 or 2018.”

Th e Boulevard Community Improve-
ment District, also in south Fulton, cur-
rently has 14 transportation improvement 
projects in the works totalling about $1 
million, said Boulevard CID Executive 
Director Gil Prado. Th ey include Inter-
state 20 eastbound ramp intersection 

improvements, I-20 westbound ramp 
intersection improvements, modifica-
tions to the Fulton Industrial Boulevard/
Shirley Drive intersection and improve-
ments to the Commerce Drive and Fulton 
Industrial Boulevard intersection, which 
is a modifi ed improvement to the Fulton 
Industrial Circle realignment and inter-
section, he said. 

The CID has funded the work and 
should begin construction in the next 
couple of months or by early summer  .

The CID is starting transportation 
improvements with the I-20 and Fulton 
Industrial Boulevard area “ because that is 
the front door to the Fulton Industrial dis-
trict,” Prado said.

COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENT DISTRICTS

ENCORE PARKWAY BRIDGE PROPOSED SCHEDULE & FUNDING SUMMARY
Phase   Schedule Status
Engineering 2009 through Fall 2014 Final Design
Right-of-Way Acquisition Summer 2013 through Fall 2014 Completed
Construction Fall 2015 through Summer 2017 Scheduled to bid in May 2015

   City of NFCID Proposed Total
 State/Fed   SRTA  Alpharetta Commitment  NFCID  Estimated   
Phase  Commitment  (GTIB Grant)            Commitment      Thru 2015  Commitment   Cost
PM/CM Services $0 $0 $0 $785,772 $250,000 $1,035,772
Engineering $0 $0 $0 $1,351,307 $0 $1,351,307
Right-of-Way $0 $0 $0 $875,000 $0 $875,000
Construction $4,000,000 $1,000,000 $1,722,602 $2,933,295 $0 $9,655,897*
Totals $4,000,000 $1,000,000 $1,722,602 $5,945,374 $250,000 $12,917,976

*TOTAL CONSTRUCTION COST IS ESTIMATED
SOURCE: NORTH FULTON COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT
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Tr ansportation is a bigger issue than ever 
before in Cobb County, with the Atlanta 
Braves plans to build a new stadium and 
mixed use development in the Cumber-
land-Galleria area.

Luckily for the more than 717,000 
county residents, its community improve-
ment districts were already hard at work 

on transportation projects. 
More than $2 billion in public infra-

structure enhancements will be realized 
in and around the Cumberland area by 
2018, according to the Cumberland Com-
munity Improvement District’s 2014 
annual report. 

Th e CID currently has nearly 20 capital 
improvement projects and public infra-
structure projects in the works. 
The CID’s biggest project is the $48 

million Windy Hill area improvement, 
which includes a diverging diamond 
interchange (DDI).

The east and west improvements 
already broke ground and the DDI will 
break ground by the end of 2015. Th e 
project is expected to be completed in 
2017.

“Windy Hill Road serves as Cobb 
County’s east/west connection for 
Smyrna and points west to Cumberland, 

Cobb’s central business district. Th ese 
enhancements from Cobb Parkway to 
Powers Ferry Road are part of $85 mil-
lion in total improvements planned for 
Windy Hill from Smyrna to Cumber-
land,” said Malaika Rivers, executive 
director, Cumberland CID. “Th is portion 
of the improvements will include a road 
widening to handle additional capacity, a 
diverging diamond interchange, and new 
medians for safer travel.”

Th e improvements are necessary to 
enhance safety, improve traffi  c fl ow, and 
decrease congestion. Rivers said the area 
experiences crashes at a rate three times 
greater than state-wide averages, and 
injury rates are double the state rates 
based on a 2010 state report. 

“Traffi  c along this major corridor has 
steadily increased since the population 
boom of the 1980s and is expected to 
increase by 15 percent through 2031,” 
Rivers said. “Th e Atlanta Braves will make 
their new home about a mile away from 
this stretch of Windy Hill Road.”

Th e Town Center Area Community 
Improvement District (TCACID) is wrap-
ping up the Skip Spann Connector proj-
ect, which is scheduled to open in March 
2016. Th e bridge will create a connector 
between Frey Road and Busbee Drive over 
Interstate 75, reducing traffi  c and giving 
commuters improved highway access to 
Town Center amenities, Kennesaw State 
University (KSU) and the Northwest Cor-
ridor Managed Lanes access ramps at Big 
Shanty Road. 

Th e TCACID, the Cobb County Depart-
ment of Transportation, the Atlanta 
Regional Commission, the Georgia 
Department of Transportation and Ken-
nesaw State University all have made “sig-
nifi cant” investments in the $17.3 million 
connector project, Tracy Rathbone, exec-
utive director of the Town Center Area 
CID, said . 

“Once completed, the connector will 
provide a 19 percent reduction in daily 
traffi  c along Chastain Road at the I-75 
interchange and improve access and con-
gestion relief from KSU to I-75,” she said.  

According to the Town Center Area 
CID, the Skip Spann Connector is multi-
modal and includes a separated bike and 
pedestrian path in addition to the vehic-
ular lanes. Th is pedestrian and bicycle 
access will provide a direct connection 
from KSU to the Town Center Park, cur-
rently being developed by the TCACID, as 
well as the Town Center Mall , bringing 
two key areas of the district together.

“Th e Skip Spann Connector is vitally 
important to our district because it pro-
vides another east to west artery that will 
ease congestion, encourage a variety of 
transportation options, and further the 
connectivity of the entire district,” Rath-
bone said.

Th e Town Center Area CID currently 
has 20 projects in its work plan, with 
focuses on infrastructure, mobility, 

COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENT DISTRICTS
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Cobb transportation projects zero in on 
Windy Hill Road, Town Center areas
BY PHIL W. HUDSON
phudson@bizjournals.com

Midtown is proud to join 
CIDs across metro Atlanta in 
growing Georgia’s economy

$3B+ of new investment currently under construction 
or announced in the Midtown Improvement District*
*1.2 sq mi 

MidtownATL.com

Momentum
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“Th e Skip 
Spann 
Connector 
is vitally 
important 
to our 

district because it provides 
another east to west artery 
that will ease congestion, 
encourage a variety of 
transportation options, 

and further the 
connectivity of the entire 
district.” 
TRACY RATHBONE 

beautifi cation and quality of life. 
“Our top priorities for 2015 are the Skip 

Spann Connector, breaking ground on the 
South Barrett Reliever Phase II Round-
about, advancing the design and plans for 
the Town Center Park, and furthering the 
enhancements along the Noonday Creek 
Trail,” she said. “Th e Northwest Corri-
dor Managed Lanes project also comes 
directly through our CID and we will con-
tinue to work with the Cobb County DOT 
and Georgia DOT to ensure the success of 
this critically important project for our 
region and state.”
Another CID in Cobb County is the Gate-
way Marietta Community Improvement 
District, which was established in mid-
2014. Th e CID is in contact with govern-
ment partners as it establishes priorities, 
which include traffic improvements, 
representatives said.

Working with the city of Marietta, 
Gateway Marietta CID is looking at “inter-
area transportation fl ow which will likely 
entail new streets and/or lanes for vehic-
ular traffi  c,” Boyd Johnson, vice chair-
man of the Gateway Marietta CID, said. 
Th ose projects are expected to work in 
combination with proposed pedestrian 
enhancements such as improved side-
walks and new trails, as well as the exist-
ing Rottenwood Creek Trail system.

Th e CID is also working on increased 
public safety with the city, and on beauti-
fi cation, applying for landscaping grants, 
according to Gateway Marietta CID Chair-
man Trey Barry.  

“We think these steps will also lead 
to more employers housing operations 
in the area and enhanced retail off erings 
to benefi t residents and employees alike. 
Th ough we haven’t really delved into it 
in detail, we are excited about the possi-
bility of getting the Southern Polytech-
nic State University/Kennesaw State Uni-
versity campus engaged in the area and 
this could bring wide ranging benefi ts,” 
Johnson said.

Th e CID receives updates on city road 
projects monthly,  Barry said  in an email. 
It also plans to reapply next year for a Liv-
able Centers Initiative grant in partner-
ship with the city and county to study 
other projects which could be done 
within its boundaries . 

COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENT DISTRICTS
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An illustration 
of the Skip Spann 
Connector bridge 
over I-75 being 
built in the Town 
Center Area CID.

RENDERING/SPECIAL 
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COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENT DISTRICTS

Gwinnett districts target access, congestion

Gwinnett County is home to fi ve commu-
nity improvement districts.

CIDs are self-taxing business districts 
in which commercial property owners 
agree to tax themselves to fund infra-
structure improvements, including ones 
that help smooth traffi  c snarls and ease 
congestion — persistent problems found 
throughout metro Atlanta.

Gwinnett County’s Jimmy Carter Bou-
levard and I-85 diverging diamond inter-
change  is expected to be completed this 
year. 

According to the Gwinnett Village 
Community Improvement District, the 
project is expected to reduce traffi  c con-
gestion by 55 percent.

“Construction crews are currently 
working to erect the architectural compo-
nents of the bridge,” Joel  Wascher, com-
munications director at Gwinnett Village 
CID, said via email. “Th is work was origi-
nally scheduled to happen after the cross-
over date, but as crews evaluated the situ-
ation it was deemed that the lane closures 
would be far too intrusive with the new 
lane confi guration and a better approach 
would be to construct the façade before 
completing the lane conversion.”

The Gwinnett Place Community 
Improvement District completed the 
county’s fi rst diverging diamond inter-
change (DDI), and the second in Georgia, 
at Pleasant Hill Road and Interstate 85.

“We are very proud of Gwinnett’s fi rst 
DDI,” Joe Allen, executive director of 
Gwinnett Place CID, said. “Results show 
a 51 percent decrease in the average num-
ber of stops and a 43 percent decrease in 
total delay along that portion of Pleasant 
Hill Road.”

The Gwinnett Place CID has part-
nered with the Gwinnett Department of 

Transportation on intersection improve-
ment projects at the following locations: 
Pleasant Hill Road and Club Drive; Pleas-
ant Hill Road and Breckinridge Boule-
vard; Pleasant Hill Road and Gwinnett 
Place Drive; Day Drive and Venture Drive; 
and Steve Reynolds Boulevard and Ven-
ture Drive.

Th e CID is also pulling together some 
initial concept plans for improvements to 
the intersection at Pleasant Hill Road and 
Satellite Boulevard, Allen said. 

Further, the Gwinnett Place CID is 
working on more streetscape projects 
along Pleasant Hill Road and along Sat-
ellite Boulevard. One of those projects 
began March 3 . 

“We will have a pedestrian enhance-
ment project along Steve Reynolds Boule-
vard and are looking at several pedestrian 
street crossing improvements throughout 
the district,” Allen said.

And fi nally, the Gwinnett Place CID 
is working with the Gwinnett DOT this 
year to improve traffi  c fl ow  using a sys-
tem control and traffi  c responsive oper-
ation at the 49 intersections in the area, 
Allen said .

 Th e Gwinnett Village and Gwinnett 
Place CIDs partnered to fund a mul-
ti-phase feasibility study, completed in 
2010, to examine extending transit up the 
I-85 corridor from the Doraville MARTA 
station to Th e Arena at Gwinnett Center .

After landing a federal grant, the Gwin-
nett Place and Gwinnett Village CIDs 
partnered with Gwinnett County on an 

Alternatives Anal-
ysis (the fi rst step  
required to qualify 
for federal funding 
of transit projects), 
which was com-
pleted in 2014. Th e 
next steps are  yet to 
be determined.

T h e  E v e r -
more Community 
Improvement Dis-

trict is an association of property own-
ers along U.S. 78 in Gwinnett County, the 
main thoroughfare through the district. 
Th e Georgia Department of Transpor-
tation spent nearly $66 million between 
2007 and 2009 to make over the High-
way 78 corridor and the Evermore CID 
contributed sidewalks, pedestrian cross-
ings, deceleration lanes, mast arms, street 

lights, a pedestrian bridge, sewer, land-
scaping and streetscape improvements .

Currently, the Evermore CID is work-
ing on a new collector road project that 
has four phases. Th e fi rst is the Walton 
Court realignment at U.S. 78, which con-
sists of realigning Old U.S. 78 directly 
across from Walton Court. It is intended 
to reduce the number of confl ict points 
within the corridor by providing con-
trolled access at a signalized intersec-
tion, which is expected to improve mobil-
ity, preserve capacity and enhance safety 
along the U.S. 78 corridor by providing 
for an alternate transportation route for 
anticipated residential and commercial 
development between Highpoint Road 
and Old Highway 78. Th e project will 
include pedestrian lighting, 10-foot side-
walks and landscaping enhancements. 
Th e fi rst phase ends at Evermore North 
Boulevard, which is phase two.

Th e third phase consists of constructing 
parallel access north of U.S. 78 between 
Hewatt Road and Parkwood Road, with 
a continuation to Britt Road. Th is phase 
aims to preserve capacity along U.S. 78 by 
removing any unnecessary vehicle trips 
associated with the commercial uses 
located north of U.S. 78. Th e project ends 
at Phase IV at Yellow River. 

 “With the congestion that is expe-
rienced on the roadway, the new north 
collector will serve as a ‘relief valve’ dur-
ing critical incidences as well as allow-

ing local traffi  c to 
avoid the U.S. 78 
corridor during 
rush-hour traffi  c,” 
Jim Brooks, execu-
tive director of the 
Evermore CID, said .  

The Lilburn 
C o m m u n i t y 
Improvement Dis-
trict is contributing 
$800,000 to a $3.5 

million investment project, known as the 
Main Street realignment, in cooperation 
with the City of Lilburn and Gwinnett 
County.

“Th at investment by the CID is leading 
to a transformative change for downtown 
Lilburn, which is going to include a new 
city hall and library as well as an antic-
ipated $50 million private mixed-use 
development at the intersection of U.S. 
29 and Main Street,” said Taylor Ander-
son, Lilburn CID’s engineering consul-
tant and interim director. “Th e realign-
ment is nearly complete and features 
two roundabouts and large sidewalks 
for enhancing both automotive and 
pedestrian connectivity of downtown 
Lilburn.”

Additionally, the Lilburn  CID has a 
number of projects that it is pursuing over 
the next decade, including current design 
of a nearly one-mile long multi-use trail 
along U.S. 29 between Indian-Trail Road 
and Postal Way, Anderson said.  “This 
project will connect to the other numer-
ous pedestrian facilities within the city of 
Lilburn, giving citizens multiple options 
for getting around the city .”
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BY PHIL W. HUDSON
phudson@bizjournals.com

RENDERING/SPECIAL

Wrapping up: I-85 
and Jimmy Carter 
Boulevard DDI.

Joe
Allen

Taylor
Anderson

Making Buckhead A More Accessible 
And Livable Urban Environment

www.buckheadcid.com | @buckheadcid
facebook.com/Buckhead Community Improvement District

Charlie Loudermilk Park Peachtree’s TransformationLivable Buckhead’s PATH400
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VIEWPOINT

CIDs join forces to improve metro Atlanta
A t this  time last year, I wrote 

a Viewpoint article for the 
Atlanta Business Chronicle on 

community improvement districts 
(CIDs) and doted on the 17 CIDs that 
were active in and around Atlanta at 
that time. Just one short year later, 
that number has grown to 20 CIDs, 
with more due to join in the coming 
months. As the number of individual 
CIDs increases, so does their collective 
impact on our region.

All of metro Atlanta’s CIDs are mem-
bers of the Council for Quality Growth, 
and the Council continues to serve as an 
advocate for these organizations. Given 
our role throughout the region, we have 
a unique vantage point to the compre-
hensive activities and successes of CIDs. 
One of the most exciting developments 
we have noticed is the regional con-
nectivity and cooperation that they are 
beginning to foster throughout metro 
Atlanta. Remarkably, we have seen our 
region’s CIDs join forces with each 
other to tackle major challenges that 
could not be managed by a single local 
government entity or even a single CID. 
Th ere are 80 local governments in our 
10-county metro area, and each has a 
lengthy to-do list that exists within its 
own boundaries: public safety, provision 
of utilities, court services and more. 
Th ese local governments must also 
take on quality of life and transporta-
tion improvements. Fortunately, several 
have the support of private, self-taxing 
CIDs to supplement and grow on what 
they are able to accomplish with limited 
resources.

In some cases, such as the Perime-
ter CIDs, where two CIDs exist along the 
border between two counties but oper-
ate together as one CID, these organi-
zations pull two counties together for 
common good. Th e Perimeter CIDs are 
uniquely positioned to support major 
projects like the I-285 and Georgia 400 
interchange rebuild, costing more than 
$1 billion. Th e Perimeter CIDs have 
driven a commitment to this project, 
and invested in it, in addition to signifi -
cant federal and state dollars. Th e traffi  c 
mitigation benefi t will be felt through-
out the northern Perimeter, and much 
of metro Atlanta.

In this collective thinking, CIDs are 
not only mitigating traffi  c as they take 
on major infrastructure projects. Th ey 
are also knitting together areas of con-
centration in business and commerce, 
leading to increased productivity among 
our workforce. Th ough CIDs can only 
make investments within their bound-
aries, their infrastructure improvements 
are purposefully connecting job centers, 
exponentially supporting economic 
development for metro Atlanta.

Since the fi rst area CID, Cumber-
land, launched in 1988, CIDs through-
out metro Atlanta have been one of 
the most successful ways to catalyze 
economic development. Due to their 

accomplishments, we are noticing that 
the most successful areas of job creation 
almost exactly overlap the boundaries of 
our collective CIDs. Th is is explicit evi-
dence of signifi cant return on invest-
ments made by CIDs .

It’s expected that by 2025, the exist-
ing 20 CIDs will have invested more 
than $1 billion in taxes, producing more 
than $3 billion in infrastructure invest-
ments, multi-use trails, parks, pub-
lic safety projects, traffi  c mitigation 

projects, landscape improvements and 
enhanced connectivity .

Metro Atlanta is a strong metro area 
that is poised for considerable growth 
and success in this economic recov-
ery. Th  ere are many competing inter-
ests within that large area, and this 
has, at times, been problematic for us . 
However, CIDs continue to serve as a 
productive approach to accomplishing 
major feats, which pull together com-
mon interests that benefi t the region .

Michael Paris is president & CEO, 
Council for Quality Growth
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DeKalb  County’s growth has left some of 
its roadways inadequate to handle traf-
fi c, making congestion relief a priority for 
commercial property owners.

The Stone Mountain Community 
Improvement District currently has nine 
projects in the works.

Th e CID has funded the construction 
plans for turn lanes to be lengthened 
and radius improvements to allow for 
trucks to make turns safely and to lessen 
traffi  c delays on East Ponce de Leon Ave-
nue, east- and westbound. Th e project 
will be advertised to bid this year and 
construction activities are anticipated to 
begin this year, Stone Mountain CID Pres-
ident Emory Morsberger said.

“As these intersections are currently 
confi gured, heavy trucks and other com-
mercial vehicles often have diffi  culties in 
making turns. Th e vehicles will strike 
curbs, drainage facilities and other parts 
of the infrastructure that are not designed 
to hold their weight,” he said via email. 
“Trucks and their cargo could be compro-
mised from these impacts. Th e CID has 
prioritized this eff ort to better serve the 
property owners and businesses who are 
dependent on commercial traffi  c.”

The CID is also working on the 
conversion of the Mountain Industrial 
Boulevard center turn lane near the 
Gwinnett County line into a raised land-
scape median with construction antici-
pated to begin 2015.

“The CID is establishing a gateway 
entrance that will set the area apart, 
emphasizing the presence and commit-
ment of a distinct business

community,” Morsberger said. 

“Th is eff ort works in conjunction with 
increased landscape maintenance, 
including the installation of hundreds 
of new trees planted to create a lined 
corridor. Th e tree eff ort is a partnership 
between the CID and the DeKalb County 
Board of Commissioners, Keep DeKalb 
Beautiful and DeKalb County Offi  ce of 
Planning & Sustainability.”

Additionally, the CID is preparing con-
struction plans to build 2,500-feet-long, 
fi ve-feet-wide sidewalks on the west side 
of Mountain Industrial Boulevard from 
the Gwinnett County line to North Royal 
Drive. Th e project is expected to begin in 
2016.

“Many segments of the CID experience 
high demand for pedestrian-focused 
facilities for accessing amenities. We are 
installing new sidewalks in an eff ort to 
encourage safe walking in some of the 
most traveled areas in the district. Th e 
more access that employees and visi-
tors have to walkable alternatives, the 
fewer vehicle trips we will experience on 
already busy roadways.”

The Tucker-Northlake Community 
Improvement District, which is less than 
two years old, is in the very beginning 
stages of its transportation eff orts, CID 
President Ann Rosenthal said.

Th e CID’s inside-the-perimeter loca-
tion and access to interstates 285 and 85 
and Highway 78 make Tucker-Northlake 
very attractive to businesses and resi-
dents, she said.

“Over the years, we have grown in 
terms of population, leaving some of our 
roadways inadequate to handle the vehi-
cle traffi  c,” she said. “Increased regional 
volume on I-85 and I-285 can back up 
traffi  c onto our local roads, especially on 
LaVista Road and Lawrenceville Highway, 
where they intersect I-285. And, while we 
are fortunate to have extensive MARTA 
bus service throughout Tucker-North-
lake, we do not (yet) have a MARTA train 
station in our community.”

In January, the Tucker-Northlake CID 
kicked off  a master plan process, and have 
contracted with Atlanta-based Sizemore 
Group to facilitate the eff ort.  

“We are soliciting input from commu-
nity stakeholders via an online survey and 

through three public meetings,” Rosen-
thal said. “Th ere is a great deal of interest 
around transportation and connectivity, 
and Sizemore Group is in the process of 
conducting a transportation study.”  

When the master plan is completed, 
it will serve as the CID’s roadmap for 
future development and redevelopment, 
and will help it identify opportunities for 
a variety of transportation improvements, 
Rosenthal said.

“We have already generated a number 
of ideas ranging from securing a MARTA 
rail station in the community to specifi c 
corrections regarding turn lanes, traffi  c 
signals, and road re-routing for specifi c 
thoroughfares,” she said.

One of the CID’s fi rst projects was 
beautifi cation of the LaVista Road/I-285 
intersection.  

“By planting hardy fl owering shrubs 
and trees, along with annual and peren-
nial beds at this interchange, we have cre-
ated a colorful and distinctive gateway to 
the community in the heart of the Tuck-
er-Northlake area,” Rosenthal said. 

Th e East Metro DeKalb Community 
Improvement District, another young 
CID, also has focused on beautifi cation 
of district gateways.

East Metro DeKalb CID Administator 
Nicole M. Hall met with a Georgia Depart-
ment of Transportation representative on 
March 2, but could not yet identify any 
projects to partner on.

“I was interested in any quick response-
type projects but they do not have any 
at this time...” Hall said in an e-mailed 
statement. “Th e MARTA expansion along 
I-20 is defi nitely a discussion item.”

Hall plans to set up a meeting with the 
DeKalb County Public Works Transporta-
tion Division soon to see if it has identi-
fi ed anything that the CID can assist with, 
she said. 

“Currently there isn’t a lot of tax rev-
enue to put into a large transportation 
project, so small projects are of the most 
interest to us,” she said. “Public safety 
and beautifi cation are our main priori-
ties at this time.  As we gain new mem-
bers and increase our tax revenue, we will 
have more money to leverage for trans-
portation projects in the future.” 
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DeKalb districts study transit, improve roads
BY PHIL W. HUDSON
phudson@bizjournals.com

SPECIAL

Aerial view of Tucker=Northlake CID, left; 
Tucker-Northlake CID stakeholders meeting, above. 

Evermore Community 
Improvement District
5525 Bermuda Road
Stone Mountain, GA 30087
770-979-5800
www.evermorecid.org
jbrooks@evermorecid.org

The gateway to southern Gwinnett County, the Evermore Commercial Corridor has more 
than 75,000 commuters daily, and offers a mix of retail, franchise and office availability.

Vision, Progress, Growth, Proximity
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Beauty & safety: How and why CIDs 
increase their districts’ quality of life

Th is m onth, everything is coming up daf-
fodils in downtown Atlanta. 

In fact, more than 100,000 daff odils 
will be in bloom throughout the central 
city. Residents and visitors alike will be 
taking daff odil tours and participating in 
other daff odil-centric events .

Central Atlanta Progress Inc. and the 
Atlanta Downtown Central Improvement 
District (Downtown CID), in conjunction 
with Am Yisrael Chai!, a non-profi t Holo-
caust education and awareness organiza-
tion, launched the Downtown Daff odil 
Project in support of the worldwide Daf-
fodil Project memorializing the 1.5 mil-
lion children who died in Nazi-occupied 
Europe during World War II.

According to CAP President A.J. Rob-
inson, the eff ort is just one of many that 
seeks to enhance the quality of life within 
the CID.

“Th e goal of a CID is to protect and 
enhance property values and life experi-
ence within an area,” Robinson said. “Th e 
look, feel and vitality of a neighborhood 
directly aff ects the ability of that neigh-
borhood to attract capital. Being happy 
with the overall experience and being 

good stewards of CID operations are what 
CIDs are all about.”

CIDs throughout metro Atlanta have 
initiated quality-of-life projects ranging 
from the redevelopment of blighted areas 
and public safety enhancements to the cre-
ation of paths and trails and landscaping. 

One recent example is the Gateway 
Marietta Community Improvement Dis-
trict’s contribution to the redevelopment 
of the blighted Franklin Road corridor. 

“Properly engineered, streetscape work 
can improve traffi  c fl ow and drastically 
improve pedestrian access and safety,” said 
Boyd Johnson, vice chairman of the Gate-
way Marietta CID board of directors, and 
owner, Johnson Hailey Investments LLC. 
“Th is has begun at the top and bottom of 
Franklin Road and will be completed as 
funds are raised. Not only will this bene-
fi t the existing residents and commercial 
companies, but it will attract new employ-
ers to house their operations here.”

As a recently formed CID, the East 
Metro DeKalb Community Improvement 
District is working on public safety, infra-
structure and beautifi cation projects as an 
economic development tool. Th e group 
has requested funding for two gateway 
signs and also plans to bolster the aes-
thetics at each interchange of Interstate 20 
within the district’s boundaries, accord-
ing to Frederick L. Daniels Jr., chair of the 
board of directors and executive vice pres-
ident and chief credit offi  cer for Citizens 
Trust Bank . 

“We are educating and promoting our 
CID to property owners and businesses in 
South DeKalb to let them know how ben-
efi cial a CID will be to the community,” 
Daniels said. “We are conducting listen-
ing sessions during the month of March 
to build relationships and develop part-
nerships to be able to have united eff orts 
to enhance the quality of life.” 

Formed in 2013, 
T u c k e r - N o r t h -
lake Community 
Improvement Dis-
trict covers roughly 
nine square miles 
and represents 
approximately $160 
million in property 
value in DeKalb 
County. According 
to Ann Rosenthal, 

Tucker-Northlake CID president and pres-
ident of ARC Inc., a governmental aff airs 
consulting fi rm, one of the CID’s fi rst proj-
ects was to partner with Keep DeKalb 
Beautiful on the LaVista Road/I-285 
Gateway Beautifi cation project. Th e ini-
tial results were so successful, the CID 
expanded its efforts to the Northlake 
Parkway/I-285 interchange and assumed 
the ongoing landscaping responsibilities 
from DeKalb County for LaVista Road 
through the business district, and for 
Northlake Parkway from Lawrenceville 
Highway to Henderson Mill Road. 

“We know that successful communities 

create a sense of 
pride among res-
idents, business 
owners and work-
ers, and beauti-
fication efforts 
enhance this com-
munity pride and 
help create a sense 
of place,” Rosen-
thal said.

Th e Buckhead Community Improve-
ment District  contributed funding for the 
fi rst two phases of PATH400, a 5.2-mile 
walk/bike  path . Th e fi rst phase from Old 
Ivy Road to Lenox Road opened in Janu-
ary; the second phase from Old Ivy Road 
to Wieuca is underway, scheduled to be 
completed in early 2016 .

“If residents, workers and visitors love a 
place, they will want to be there,” said Jim 
Durrett, Buckhead CID executive director . 

BY JANET JONES KENDALL
Contributing Writer

R Gateway Marietta CID is undertaking 
redevelopment of the blighted 
Franklin Road corridor with a $68 
million bond passed by the city in 
2013. 

R East Metro DeKalb CID has requested 
funding for two gateway signs at 
$75,000 each under the Keep DeKalb 
Beautiful program and plans to apply 
for grants at the State Road and 
Toll way Authority as well as with 
the Atlanta Regional Commission 
and the Georgia Department of 
Transportation.

R Tucker-Northlake CID partnered with 
Keep DeKalb Beautiful on the LaVista 
Road/I-285 Gateway Beautification 
project. DeKalb County provided 
a grant of $107,000 while Tucker-
Northlake CID contributed $26,000. 

R Buckhead CID’s PATH400 walkable 
and bikeable path is being funded 
with approximately $14 million 
in contributions, including land 
donations, $3 million from the 
Buckhead CID, $3.2 million from 
the PATH Foundation, $750,000 
from a Georgia Transportation 
Infrastructure Bank grant, $200,000 
from the city of Atlanta and $100,00 
from Park Pride. Livable Buckhead 
has launched a campaign for the 
remaining $15 million needed. 
The CID’s rebuilding of Charlie 
Loudermilk Park is funded partly by 
$1.27 million in private donations and 
$1.03 million in CID funds.

R Midtown Alliance’s Midtown Blue 
public safety program 2015 budget 
of $1.38 million is provided by the 
CID and supplemented by numerous 
public and private partners.

R  CID QUALITY OF LIFE
PROJECT FUNDING

Ann
Rosenthal

Frederick
Daniels
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Visit www.gwinnettvillage.com

Gwinnett Village CID

Join in the Vision for
Gwinnett Village
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S ince its inception in 2003, 
the North Fulton Community 
Improvement District has invested 

over $15 million to advance more than 
$80 million in transportation and 
infrastructure improvements in North 
Fulton County.

Our district includes three cities and 
over 350 commercial property own-
ers. We represent the commercial space 
that borders Georgia 400 and extends 
out into Roswell, Alpharetta and Milton. 
From the start, our governing board of 
directors has made it a priority to help 
build out the grid network of roads, 
sidewalks and bridges to connect busi-
nesses and people .

Perhaps the best illustration of how 
the CID is fi nancing public infrastruc-
ture projects with walkability in mind 
is our upcoming replacement of the 
Encore Parkway Bridge over Ga. 400.

Currently, Encore Parkway is a two-
lane vehicular bridge that crosses over 
Ga. 400. It connects North Point Park-
way to Westside Parkway and has no 
sidewalks. Th e bridge is adjacent to 
several of the busiest destinations in 

North Fulton, including the Verizon 
Wireless Amphitheater and North Point 
Mall, which are on opposite sides of Ga. 
400.

In 2008, the city of Alpharetta part-
nered with the North Fulton CID to do 
a Livable Centers Initiative (LCI) study 
around the North Point Mall corridor . 

A chief outcome of that study was 
the recommendation to replace a major 

piece of infrastructure — the Encore 
Parkway Bridge over Ga. 400 . 

After many public meetings , the plan 
for the bridge grew larger and was even-
tually adopted formally. Th e identifi ed 
project — replacing the old bridge with a 
new one and also building a connection 
from the commercial parcels to the Big 
Creek Greenway — became a chief prior-
ity for the North Fulton CID . 

Due to the large amount of support 
for the project, the CID board began 
funding the initial engineering and 
design work. Eventually the CID board 
also agreed to fund an initial $4 mil-
lion in construction to get the project 
fi nanced. Th e city of Alpharetta fol-
lowed with $1.7 million in funding 
from various grants and right-of-way 
acquisition assistance. Next, the Atlanta 
Regional Commission awarded the CID 
a $4 million grant for construction from 
its LCI program. And fi nally, the NFCID 
with support from the city of Alpharetta 
 received a construction grant for $1 mil-
lion from the Georgia Transportation 
Infrastructure Bank, operated by the 
State Road and Tollway Authority.

In total, the project team has been 
able to raise the $12 million necessary 
to design and build the new bridge and 
greenway connection. Th e project will 
be bid out in May of this year and con-
struction activities will commence this 
fall . 

Specifi cally, the project will replace 
the existing two-lane Encore Park-
way between Westside Parkway and 
North Point Parkway, a distance of 0.7 
miles. Th e new roadway will include 
two 14-foot travel lanes, two 6-foot 
bike lanes, and a variable-width raised 
median. Also, a sidewalk will be con-
structed along the east side of North 
Point Parkway . 

Th e evolution of this project, from an 
idea in a study, to coordination among 
governmental agencies, residents and 
commercial property owners, embodies 
exactly what a CID does best. Very sim-
ply, we are a fi nancing mechanism to 
help fund public infrastructure projects. 
But a more nuanced view  shows how 
we help accent and bolster the great 
work that our local governments and 
state agencies are already doing .

L ocated in sout heast Gwinnett 
County, along U.S. Highway 78, 
between Stone Mountain and U.S. 

Highway 124 in Snellville, Evermore was 
formed in 2003 as the fi rst community 
improvement district in Gwinnett. 
Commercial property owners along 
Highway 78 were faced with the 
upcoming changes to the highway and 
surrounding area, and in an eff ort to 
aff ect how that project could transform 
a community, property owners formed 
what was then named Highway 78 
Community Improvement District.

Several years later in 2007, the Geor-
gia Department of Transportation broke 
ground on the $66 million renovation of 
Highway 78, to include removal of the 
reversible lane system. During that same 
time, the CID was developing a comple-
mentary vision for implementation of 
projects which would enhance the cor-
ridor’s new appearance and improved 
safety. Sidewalks, pedestrian crossings, 
deceleration lanes, mast arms and street 
lights were added as a result of the CID’s 
eff orts. Later work included the addi-
tion of a pedestrian bridge, sewer, well-
maintained landscaping, and decorative 
streetscape improvements. 

Adding to the improved safety of 
the highway and resulting in a reduc-
tion of serious accidents, Intelligent 

Transportation Signalization, or ITS, is 
responsible for fl owing traffi  c patterns 
and decreased congestion in the corri-
dor’s intersections which see as many 
as 75,000 vehicles per day.

“A solid partnership with local, 
county, state, and federal agencies has 
resulted in the development and con-
struction of a four-mile collector road 
on the north side of Highway 78. Once 

complete, the collector will provide 
access and travel alternatives to com-
muters from Hewatt Road to Walton 
Court. Features of the collector include 
redesigned intersections, new road-
bed, curb, gutters and sidewalks and 
an intersection roundabout,” said CID 
Chairman Chris Garner.

Th e Georgia DOT is planning the 
second Continuous Flow Intersection 
(CFI) in the state on the eastern end of 
the corridor. Currently one of the most 
congested intersections in Gwinnett 
County, the CFI will allow traffi  c to fl ow 
more effi  ciently and safely through the 
U.S. 78/Highway 124 intersection. At a 
cost of just under $35 million, construc-
tion will begin in 2017 with an antici-
pated completion date within approxi-
mately 18 months. 

While continuing to improve trans-
portation, CID leadership also contin-
ues to improve upon its relationship 
with community stakeholders. With 
more than 590 businesses and 488 com-
mercial property owners, the CID has 
recently developed a real estate data-
base to showcase the area’s availabil-
ity and off er site selectors a range of 
amenities to consider like proximity to 
major interstates and Hartsfi eld-Jack-
son Atlanta International Airport. With 
development opportunities ranging 

from two to 110 acres, the corridor is 
well-suited for biomedical, manufac-
turing and corporate headquarters 
opportunities.

With a diverse mix of retail, fran-
chise, offi  ce and green space property 
owners in recent years have taken the 
opportunity to reinvest in their com-
munity rather than relocate. As a result, 
in today’s reemerging business cli-
mate, Highway 78 is home to a thriv-
ing business community. Absent are 
the once-plentiful big box vacancies 
and new retail business has reoccupied 
once-empty shopping centers. A wan-
ing retail plaza was reconstructed to 
include a new 64,000-square-foot facil-
ity and complementary retail. 

As housing options expand in  metro 
Atlanta , new emphasis is being placed 
on living in pedestrian-friendly envi-
ronments. In particular, are those com-
munities which off er scalable living, 
access to services and entertainment, 
and the ability to walk or bike safely. 
In recognition of this, the CID looks to 
promote more pedestrian alternatives to 
include local transit options. With over 
100 new rooftops slated for construction 
in 2015 and the potential for additional 
senior living choices, the timing of 
these initiatives is critical to the success 
of these new housing developments .

Ann Hanlon is executive director, 
North Fulton Community Improvement 
District

Jim Brooks  is executive director of 
Evermore Community Improvement 
District 

VIEWPOINT

Evermore CID’s vision for progress, growth

VIEWPOINT

Bridge project is exemplary of CID eff orts
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As a  member of the Georgia legislature in 
1980s, now U.S. Sen. Johnny Isakson saw 
the proof that public-private partnerships 
could be crucial in areas such as economic 
development and education .

That’s why, in 1984, Isakson spon-
sored legislation that created community 
improvement districts to help fund certain 
services such as street and road construc-
tion and maintenance, parks and recre-
ation and public transportation systems 
through voluntary non-residential prop-
erty taxes.

“Smart, planned development and 
investment in transportation and infra-
structure is vital to ensure that Atlanta 
remains the economic and cultural capital 
of the Southeast,” Isakson said. “Commu-
nity improvement districts allow forward-
thinking leaders and engaged residents to 
work together with local businesses and 
governments to join forces to accomplish 
what none could do alone . CIDs improve 
access, mobility and infrastructure, as well 
as foster a unique identity to the area.”

Since that legislation was approved in 
1985, metro Atlanta has seen the forma-
tion of 20 CIDs, including nine newcom-
ers since 2010.

Th ere are numerous provisions to be 
met in the formation process of a CID, 

explained Michael Paris, president and 
CEO of the Council for Quality of Growth, 
but most importantly , at least 50 percent 
of the commercial property owners in the 
district must  approve the formation. If 
approved, the “yes” votes must represent 
75 percent or more of the equity value of 
the properties in the district.

CIDs allow commercial property own-
ers to tax themselves and invest the pro-
ceeds  to enhance the infrastructure and 
quality of life in the districts as a supple-
ment to public funding. 

One of the area’s newest CIDs, Airport 
West, was formed in 2014 to serve an area 
extending west to east from the intersec-
tion of Camp Creek Parkway and Merk 
Road to Hartsfi eld-Jackson Atlanta Inter-
national Airport at the Clayton County 
line, and north to south along Interstate 
85 from Virginia Avenue to the corner of 
Best Road and Main Street. Th e district rep-
resents 174 owners of  properties assessed 
at more than $322 million.

One of the top priorities for Gerald 
McDowell, named executive director of 
Airport West CID in December, is increas-
ing the public safety focus related to the 
needs of the CID’s commercial property 
owners. Th e CID is now reviewing appli-
cants for a  public safety director, who will 
develop initiatives while working directly 
with law enforcement agencies in Fulton 
County and the cities of Atlanta, College 

Park and East Point. 
Ad d i t i o nal ly, 

the CID will work 
with the Geor-
gia Department of 
Transportation and 
local government 
representatives to 
establish a diverg-
ing diamond inter-
change at Camp 
Creek Parkway’s 

merger with Interstate 285, McDowell 
said .  Th e fi rst public safety and land-
scaping enhancements alone represent a 
$500,000 investment in new services for 
the CID area in 2015  .

“Many property owners have expressed 
their excitement about the immediate and 
long-range improvement goals,” McDow-
ell said. “Th e CID is providing direct, locally 
focused leadership with plans to increase 
property values and raise the overall pro-
fi le of this business community.”

In addition to helping start Airport 
West CID, Emory Morsberger has been a 
catalyst in starting Evermore and Gwin-
nett Village CIDs and Stone Mountain 
CID, which he serves as president. He also 
helped start Lilburn and Gwinnett Place 
CIDs and is currently trying to help with 
the formation of a CID in Clayton County 
and Hapeville.

“Th is sounds very selfi sh but the main 

goal of the CID is to increase the value of 
its member properties,” Morsberger said. 

While every CID has diff erent goals, 
they all start the same — with a couple of 
what Morsberger calls “ringleaders” who 
back the formation and actively promote 
it, he said.

“ Hopefully, those ringleaders include 
the largest owners in the target area,” 
Morsberger said.

Th e next steps are drawing a proposed 
map for the district, meeting with local 
government representatives about the pro-
posal to form a district and communicat-
ing with prospective members about its 
goals, he said .

Th e area’s oldest CID, Cumberland, was 
formed in May 1988. For 10 years, Cumber-
land was the only CID in operation. 

“Th e primary reason these additional 
CIDs have been formed is they have seen 
the transformative capabilities of what a 
CID could do in a community,” said Cum-
berland CID Chairman Tad Leithead.

Th e key for all CIDs is to have early suc-
cess, Leithead said.

“All of the local acts for CIDs require 
that they exist on a series of six-year lives 
and they have to vote to continue. 

“Th e people who voluntarily tax them-
selves don’t want to do that if they are not 
seeing results in the fi rst year of the life of 
a CID ,” Leithead said.

20 metro CIDs and counting — what’s next? 
BY JANET JONES KENDALL
Contributing Writer

Gerald
McDowell

COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENT DISTRICTS LIST
CID Name Website Street Address City Zip 

Code

ADID  (Central 
Atlanta Progress) www.atlantadowntown.com 25 Peachtree St., Suite 13 Atlanta 30303

Airport West (Camp 
Creek Parkway) CID www.airportwestcid.com 3800 Camp Creek Parkway Atlanta 30331

Boulevard (Fulton 
Industrial CID) boulevardcid.org 5686 Fulton Industrial Blvd. 

Unit 43851 Atlanta 30336

Braselton CID braseltonlifepath.com/city-
of-braselton 3470 Village Way, Suite G Braselton 30517

Buckhead CID www.buckheadcid.com 3340 Peachtree Road NE, 
100 Tower Place, Suite 1640 Atlanta 30326

Cumberland CID www.cumberlandcid.org 240 Interstate North Parkway Atlanta 30339

East Metro 
DeKalb CID eastmetrocid.com P.O. Box 366152 Atlanta 30336

Evermore CID www.evermorecid.org 5525 Bermuda Road Stone 
Mountain 30087

Georgia Gateway 
CID georgiagatewaycid.org 107 South Lee St. Kingsland 31548

Gateway Marietta 
CID (Franklin Road) www.gatewaymariettacid.org N/A Marietta

Gwinnett Village CID www.gwinnettvillage.com 5855 Jimmy Carter Blvd. Norcross 30071

Lilburn CID www.lilburncid.com 3870 Lawrenceville Highway, 
Suite C-106 Lilburn 30044

Midtown 
Improvement 
District (Midtown 
Alliance)

www.midtownatl.com 999 Peachtree St., Suite 730 Atlanta 30309

North Fulton CID northfultoncid.com 11605 Haynes Bridge Road, 
Suite 100 Alpharetta 30009

Perimeter CIDs www.perimetercid.org 1 Ravinia Drive, Suite 1125 Atlanta 30346

Red Top CID redtopcid.org P.O. Box 58 Emerson 30137

South Fulton CID southfultoncid.com 318 Cherokee Ave. SE, 
Unit 103 Atlanta 30312

Stone Mountain CID www.stonemountaincid.com N/A Stone 
Mountain

Town Center 
Area CID tcacid.com 245 Townpark Drive, Ste. 440 Kennesaw 30144

Tucker 
Northlake CID tuckernorthlakecid.com N/A Tucker

SOURCE: COUNCIL FOR QUALITY GROWTH
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