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A. Executive Summary 

Midtown Alliance is seeking proposals from artists or artist teams for the 
commission of a site specific outdoor sculpture that will be situated in the 
hardscape area at the northeast corner of Peachtree Street and 10th Street in 
Midtown Atlanta. The piece will be installed and displayed temporarily in this 
location for a period of up to three years. 
 
Midtown Alliance is particularly interested in three-dimensional artwork that is 
interactive for pedestrians, providing an open invitation for spectators to 
become part of the experience. Additionally, innovative uses (or re-uses) of 
materials and new technologies are encouraged. 
 
The piece must be durable and suitable for outdoors with the ability to 
withstand the elements of the local climate as well as interaction with the 
general public (no sharp edges or elements which might present a possible 
danger to the public). 
 
The project budget is $50,000, and is inclusive of all costs, such as transportation 
to and from the site, installation/de-installation, site restoration and artist fees.  
Artists will be asked to develop a line itemized budget as part of the proposal 
submission.       

 
B. Midtown Alliance 

Midtown Alliance is a coalition of Atlanta’s top business and civic leaders and the 
catalyst for continued energy and progress in Midtown Atlanta. 
 
Since 1978, Midtown Alliance has transformed a 1.2-square mile area in the 
heart of Atlanta into a premier destination for commerce, culture, living, 
education and leisure, attracting billions of dollars in investment, thousands of 
new residents and workers and 6 million annual visitors.  For more information 
about the district visit www.MidtownATL.com  
 
Guided by a long-range, community driven master plan (Blueprint Midtown), 
Midtown Alliance has spearheaded an urban renaissance that is now a nationally 
recognized model of success.  Midtown is a vital, vibrant city center inspired by 
what people and businesses want: a dynamic urban experience that is at once 
welcoming, walkable, convenient and attractive. 
 
Midtown Alliance is a non-profit organization funded in part by the Midtown 
Improvement District, membership dues and public and private grants.  The 
organization implements a variety of programs and initiatives including 
streetscape and transportation infrastructure projects, urban design, a 24/7 
public safety force, daily maintenance and landscaping, transportation 
alternatives and special events.   
 

http://www.midtownatl.com/


 

 
C. About the Site 

As the premiere walkable urban neighborhood in Atlanta, Midtown takes pride 
in a streetscape environment that is safe and attractive with elements to delight 
and engage pedestrians along the way.  Public art is a vital component of the 
pedestrian experience and the site at the northeast corner of 10th Street and 
Peachtree Street is prime location to make an impact.  Peachtree Street is the 
most recognized address in the City of Atlanta and 10th Street is one of 
Midtown’s most highly traveled east/west corridors, providing a direct link to 
Piedmont Park, Midtown MARTA Station, Georgia Tech and the residential 
neighborhoods that flank the district (see Context Map).   
 
With a historical landmark on one corner (Margaret Mitchell House), an 
architecturally significant institutional building on another (Federal Reserve Bank 
of Atlanta), a commercial office tower across 10th Street, and a small pocket park  
immediately adjacent, the site benefits from a striking urban backdrop that 
operates at a variety of scales. 
 
Midtown Alliance has been actively focused on improving this corner for the last 
3 years, with streetscape enhancements along the public edges and open space 
improvements on the private property behind the public sidewalk.  The open 
space is programmed with lawn games such as badminton and corn hole, and it 
provides outdoor seating and seasonal decorations for the community to enjoy.  
In 2013, Midtown Alliance acquired the Rockspinner, a kinetic sculpture by 
Zachary Coffin that visually anchors the corner. Intended to bewilder and amuse, 
this temporary sculpture provides a unique opportunity for pedestrians to 
interact with an imposing natural element in the heart of Midtown’s dense 
urban core (see Image 1). 
 
This RFP seeks proposals for a new temporary piece to anchor the corner.  The 
site is a level concrete surface, roughly 10 feet by 10 feet, with a low seat-wall 
defining the back edge (see Image 2).  Electrical service is available for in-ground 
lighting, but material and installation costs for any light fixtures should be 
included in the project budget.       
      

D. Project Goals and Considerations 

 Fits well within the context of the site (in terms of scale, design and theme) 

 Artistically engaging and sufficiently stimulating to ignite conversation, foster 
interaction and evoke appreciation by the general public 

 Consideration of the audience – residents, workers, commuters, students 
and visitors, with a particular emphasis on pedestrians 

 Consideration of the view corridors of the surrounding area during the day 
and night hours  

 Materials should be of the highest quality and should be designed and 
fabricated for durability as well as for low maintenance  



 

E. Budget 
The total budget is $50,000 towards the commission and/or acquisition of this 
site-specific outdoor sculpture.  All costs associated with the sculpture should be 
inclusive of, but not limited to, artist design fee, structural engineering, 
materials, fabrication, transportation, installation/de-installation, travel to and 
from the site, per diem expenses, project documentation, contingency to cover 
unexpected expenses and any other costs related to the sculpture. Upon de-
installation of the piece, the site should be restored to a safe and stable 
condition.  Midtown Alliance will cover liability insurance for the piece. 

 
F. Eligibility 

The RFP is open to all professional artists or artist teams over the age of 18. 
 

G. Application Deadline 
All applications must be submitted electronically by 5:00pm EST on Monday, 
January 9, 2017.  Go to www.MidtownATL.com to see the link on the right side 
of the page.  Please submit files in a single PDF format where possible.  

 
H. Timeline 

 December 1, 2016  Announcement of RFP 

 December 16, 2016 Deadline for submission of questions regarding RFP 

 January 9, 2017  Deadline for receipt of proposal materials 

 January 9-13, 2017 Review of proposals 

 January 17-20, 2017 Interviews of up to 3 semifinalists 

 January 23, 2017  Selection and notification of winning proposal 

 May 2017   Installation of artwork 
 

I. Application Process 
All artists are required to submit the following: 
1. A one sentence summary describing the proposed work 
2. Contact information for all team members including name, address, 

telephone, email address 
3. Biographical information or resumes including previous experience for 

principal team members 
4. A written narrative describing your proposal (250 words or less) 
5. At least three sketches or images of the proposed work (JPEG or PDF), 

showing scale, dimensions and elevation   
6. Proposed installation plan 
7. Line itemized budget 
8. Up to 5 digital images of previously completed work (JPEG or PDF). If 

artwork is kinetic, video content may be submitted in addition to images. 
9. At least two references 
10. Optional additional support material (news clippings, other relevant 

information on past projects) 
 
 

http://www.midtownatl.com/


 

 
J. Selection Process: 

The Selection Committee will review all complete applications. Up to three 
semifinalists will be invited for an interview.  One finalist will be selected for 
commission and acquisition from the semifinalists’ proposals. 

 
K. Selection Criteria: 

The committee will use the following criteria in the selection process: 

 Submittal of all required application materials as outlined in this RFP; 

 Success in addressing the Project Goals and Considerations as outlined in 
Section D;  

 Originality—creativity and uniqueness;  

 Quality and craftsmanship exhibited by past work;  

 Appropriateness of artwork media and scale relative to site and to Midtown;  

 Maintainability—structural and surface soundness, durability and resistance 
to vandalism, weathering, excessive maintenance, repair costs;  

 Appropriateness for placement on an urban pedestrian site, including ability 
for artwork to withstand public interaction;  

 Public safety; and  

 Feasibility—artist's proven track record/ability to complete the work on time 
and within the budget.  

 

L. Images 
 

Context Map 
 

 
Public art is a vital component of the pedestrian experience and the site at the northeast corner of 10th 

Street and Peachtree Street is prime location to make an impact.   



 

Image 1 
 

 
The site is currently programmed by the Rockspinner, a kinetic sculpture by 

 Zachary Coffin that visually anchors the corner and provides a unique  
moment of interaction for pedestrians  

 
Image 2 

 

  
The site is a level concrete surface on the northeast corner  

of Peachtree Street and 10th Street, roughly 10 feet by 10 feet,  
with a low seat-wall defining the back edge 


